The Eucharist
on the Feast of the Epiphany


NAME OF CHURCH

ABOUT THIS SERVICE

Welcome to NAME OF CHURCH and to this Eucharist. In it we recall the last meal of Christ with his friends in the Upper Room, and we recognise him in the breaking of the bread. Although our faith is grounded in history, this service is not a nostalgic looking back to the events of the past: it is a celebration that in the Eucharist Christ is truly present to us now, and a promise of the glory that will be ours when the whole universe is made complete in him. 

The season of Epiphany (or the Manifestation of Christ) begins today, as we travel to Bethlehem with the wise men to see the one who is born King of the Jews. In the days that follow we will be celebrating other ways in which the glory of Jesus is revealed to the world - including his baptism by John in the Jordan, and Christ’s first miracle of turning water into wine at the marriage feast at Cana. At the beginning of another year, we commit ourselves to sharing in his mission, and ask that his glory may be revealed in our lives.

The service falls within the alternatives permitted in ‘Holy Communion Order One’ from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England. Copies of the full text are available for the inspection of the congregation.

All who usually receive Holy Communion in their own church are warmly invited to do so today. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bow your head as a signal to the minister.

THE EUCHARIST ON THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

The Gathering

The congregation stands to sing the following verses, during which the choir and the ministers enter, carrying gifts of Gold, Incense and Myrrh.

We three kings of Orient are,
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star:

O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

As the procession reaches the Crib, the president says

Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the glory of Christ,

revealed to the wise men of old, 

let us pray that God will fill our hearts with love,

so that we may offer our gifts to him,

and come to share his life in glory.

A soloist sings the following verse as the gift of Gold is offered at the Crib.


Born a king on Bethlehem plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again:
King for ever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.


The president says

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As gold in the furnace is tried
and purified seven times in the fire,
so purify our hearts and minds
that we may be a royal priesthood
acceptable in the service of your kingdom.

All
Blessed be God for ever.

A soloist sings the following verse as the gift of Incense is offered.

Frankincense to offer have I,
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, gladly raising:
Worship him, God most high.


The president says

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As our prayer rises up before you as incense,
so may we be presented before you
with penitent hearts and uplifted hands
to offer ourselves in your priestly service.

All
Blessed be God for ever.
A soloist sings the following verse as the gift of Myrrh is offered.

Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

The president says

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As you give medicine to heal our sickness
and the leaves of the tree of life
for the healing of the nations,
so anoint us with your healing power
that we may be the first-fruits of your new creation.

All
Blessed be God for ever.
The president censes the Crib and the Gifts while all sing


Glorious now, behold him arise,
King, and God, and sacrifice!
Alleluia, Alleluia,

Earth to heav’n replies. 

O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

The president concludes the offering of gifts with the following collect

Almighty and everlasting God,

you have revealed the incarnation of your Son

by the bright shining of a star,

which led the wise men to offer costly gifts in adoration.

Let the star of your justice give light to our hearts,

that we may give as our treasure


all that we possess and all that we are;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.
The procession continues to the Sanctuary where the altar is honoured with incense, while all sing the next hymn.

The president says

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

All
Amen.

The Greeting

The president greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you

All
and also with you.

Words of welcome and introduction may be said.

Prayers of Penitence

The deacon invites the people to confess their sins using these or other suitable words

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.

All remain standing for a period of silent prayer.

The deacon says

God be gracious to us and bless us,

and make your face shine upon us:

Lord, have mercy.

All
Lord, have mercy.

May your ways be known on the earth,

your saving power among the nations:

Christ, have mercy.

All
Christ, have mercy.

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:

Lord, have mercy.

All
Lord, have mercy.
The president says

May God who loved the world so much

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour,

forgive you your sins

and make you holy to serve him in the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.

The Gloria in excelsis is said or sung
Glory to God in the highest,

All
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

The Collect

The president says or sings

Let us pray

and all remain standing for a period of silent prayer.

The president says or sings the Collect.

O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All
Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word

Sit

First Reading

Isaiah 60.1-6

At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.

All
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated

Psalm

Psalm 72.10-15

Second Reading

Ephesians 3.1-12

At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.

All
Thanks be to God.

Stand

The Gradual Hymn is sung.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 2.1-12

All turn to face the Book of the Gospels.

The following or another suitable acclamation heralds the Gospel reading.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations

and believed in throughout the world.

All
Alleluia.

The deacon says

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end the deacon says

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All
Praise to you, O Christ.

The preacher says an opening invocation or prayer, and then all sit.

Sermon

At the end of the sermon all remain seated, standing when the president stands.

The Creed

We believe in one God, 

All
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession

The president introduces the prayers of intercession with these words

Today the Wise Men knelt before our Saviour.

Let us also kneel to worship him with great joy,

and to make our prayer to his heavenly Father.

Kneel

The deacon leads the intercessions.

Father, the wise men came from the east to worship your Son:
grant to Christians everywhere a true spirit of adoration.

Lord, in your mercy

All
Hear our prayer.


Father, your Son is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords:
grant an abundance of peace to your world.

Lord, in your mercy

All
Hear our prayer.

Father, the Holy Family shared the life of the people of Nazareth:
protect in your mercy our neighbours and families, 

together with the whole community of which we are part.

Lord, in your mercy

All
Hear our prayer.


Father, your Son was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor:
show your love for the poor and powerless, 

and strengthen (. . . and all) those who suffer.

Lord, in your mercy

All
Hear our prayer.


Father, the wise men presented to your Son 

gold, incense, and myrrh:
accept the gifts we bring, 

and the offering of our hearts at the beginning of this new year.

Lord, in your mercy

All
Hear our prayer.

Father, you are the King of Heaven, the hope of all who trust in you:
give to (. . . and all) the faithful departed 

the wonders of your salvation.

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord

All
and let light perpetual shine upon them.

May they rest in peace

All
and rise in glory.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of wise men, shepherds and angels,

and of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph,

let us join our prayers with theirs.

All
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.

At the end of the prayers silence is kept and then the president says the following collect

Heavenly Father,
you have promised through your Son Jesus Christ,
that when we meet in his name,
and pray according to his mind,
he will be among us and hear our prayer:
in your love and mercy fulfil our desires,
and give us your greatest gift,
which is to know you, the only true God,
and your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All
Amen.
The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Stand

The Peace

The president introduces the Peace with this sentence

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All
and also with you.

The deacon says

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table

Taking of the Bread and Wine

The Offertory Hymn is sung during which the altar is prepared and the gifts of the people are gathered and presented.

The president takes the bread and wine and says

Pray, my brothers and sisters, 

that our sacrifice may be acceptable 

to God the almighty Father.

All
May the Lord accept the sacrifice we offer

for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good, and the good of all his Church.

Lord, accept your people’s gifts,

not gold, frankincense or myrrh,

but hearts and voices raised in praise of Jesus Christ,

our light and our salvation.

All
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

(Prayer A)
The president says or sings

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
The president praises God for his mighty acts

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere,

mighty creator, ever-living God,

through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:

for at this time we celebrate your glory

made present in our midst.

In the coming of the Magi

the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.

In the waters of baptism

Jesus was revealed as the Christ,

the Saviour sent to redeem us.

In the water made wine

the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.

Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.

Therefore with all the angels of heaven

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name

and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

All
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

All remain standing as the president continues

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,

we remember his offering of himself

made once for all upon the cross;

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;

we look for the coming of your kingdom,

and with this bread and this cup

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

The deacon says or sings

Great is the mystery of faith:

All
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,

we worship you. Father almighty,

with songs of everlasting praise:

All
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

All remain standing.

The Lord’s Prayer

The president introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or other suitable words

Believing the promises of God,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.

All 
God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.
The Agnus Dei is said or sung.

Lamb of God,

All
you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

The president says the following or another appropriate invitation to communion

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

All
Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The president and people receive communion.
At the distribution the minister says

The body of Christ.

The blood of Christ.

The communicant replies each time Amen, and then receives.

Prayer after Communion

At the end of the distribution the president says

Let us pray

Stand

The president says the Post Communion prayer

Lord God,
the bright splendour whom the nations seek:
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.

Faithful God,

All 
in baptism you have adopted us as your children,

made us members of the body of Christ
and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom:
we thank you that in this Eucharist
you renew your promises within us,
empower us by your Spirit to witness and to serve,
and send us out as disciples of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Dismissal

The final hymn is sung.

Acclamation

The president leads the people in the following acclamation

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.

All 
To you be glory and praise for ever.

From the rising of the sun to its setting

your name is proclaimed in all the world.

All 
To you be glory and praise for ever.

When the time had fully come

you sent the Sun of Righteousness.

All 
In him the fullness of your glory dwells.

To you be glory and praise for ever.

The Dismissal Gospel

The deacon says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

All 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Simeon took the child Jesus in his arms 

and praised God, saying,

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All 
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Blessing

The president uses this or another Epiphany Blessing

The Lord be with you

All 
and also with you.

May God the Father,

who led the wise men by the shining of a star

to find the Christ, the Light from light,

lead you in your pilgrimage to find the Lord.

All
Amen.

May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness,

give us a place with the saints in light

in the kingdom of his beloved Son.

All
Amen.

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ

shine in your hearts and fill your lives

with his joy and peace.

All
Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

All
Amen.

The deacon says

We have seen his glory,

the glory revealed to all the nations.

Go in the peace of Christ.

All 
Thanks be to God. 

The ministers and people depart.

Please do not take this order of service away.
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